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Special Feature

— UMD student wins NCTM Scholarship

John L. Seelke, MCTM President

Joanna Hung can't recall a time when she didn't want to be a teacher. Her interactions with her middle and
high school mathematics teachers and her love of mathematics helped solidify her career choices. And now,
as an award winning Masters student at the University of Maryland College Park and the President of the
UMD student chapter of the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, Hung is excited about the
opportunity to give back to the district that helped shape her own education.

Hung, who graduated from UMD with a bachelors in mathematics before beginning the one year Master's
Certification program, was recently awarded the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM)
Prospective 7-12 Secondary Teacher Course Work Scholarship. The intense application includes questions
such as “Explain why you have chosen to pursue a career as a secondary school mathematics teacher,
Explain how mathematics should be taught to all learners and Explain why mathematics is important to
know and understand.” It also includes collecting three letters of recommendation as well as providing a
budget for how the scholarship money will be used. Hung admitted that winning the award not only helped
her financially but also, “encouraged me to continue in this path - especially because | hear so many leaving
the teaching career and how hard it is. It encouraged me to continue - | do have something to bring to this
field by going into teaching math. It pushed me to continue and it told me that | am doing something right by
going down this path.”

Hung grew up in Rockville, MD and attended Montgomery County public schools from kindergarten through
12th grade. She fondly recalled her 7th grade Algebra 1 teacher at Robert Frost Middle School as having
been influential in considering her future career. “My favorite teacher in middle school and high school was
my 7th grade teacher, Mr. Toy. He was my Algebra 1 teacher and his personality and the classroom
environment was very welcoming and friendly. He made learning and mathematics class really fun.”

At the University of Maryland, Hung has shown a strong interest in teaching, something that one of her
professors, senior lecturer and Master Teacher in Terrapin Teachers Dr. Dana Grosser-Clarkson noted in a
recent letter of recommendation for Hung. Dr. Grosser-Clarkson wrote that in the spring of 2021, when
classes were all virtual, Hung asked to have individual conversations with Grosser-Clarkson outside of her
Math 470, Mathematics for Secondary Teachers, course.. In those conversations. Grosser-Clarkson noted
that Hung “asked great questions and genuinely wanted to hear about my personal teaching experience,”
Grosser-Clarkson added that after the course ended that Hung asked to meet with Grosser-Clarkson again
and asked detailed questions about teaching moves and pedagogical practices, which revealed that “it was
clear [Hung] was truly interested in the work that goes into teaching.”

Hung later became a teaching assistant for Grosser-Clarkson in Math 470 and she has co-authored
numerous presentations and articles with Grosser-Clarkson. Their partnership also helped lead to the
creation of the student chapter of the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) at the University
of Maryland. As the founding president, Hung has initiated multiple events, including attending local
conferences such as the NCTM Regional Conference and the AAMTE Early Career Teacher conference.
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She also has created social events where all students in mathematics education can gather, as well as
provide opportunities for undergraduate and master's degree mathematics educators to hear from PhD
students in mathematics education.

Hung sees a bright future in teaching. She anticipates within five years she will be teaching middle school in
Montgomery County and that within 10 years she hopes to return to the Terrapin Teacher as some type of

instructor. Grosser-Clakrson foresees a similar path for Hung, noting that she expects Hung to be an active

participant in UMD College of Ed and Terrapin Teacher alumni events.



